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half so charming as Lloyd George. I know many people
don't agree with me, but I am convinced that he is a man
who really strove after the very best both in life and in
politics. He is only interested in things that are good and
fine ; but in my opinion his great misfortune is his lack of
stability and his apparent lack of principle."
Paderewski got up saying : " Gome, I will show you some-
photographs." We entered the drawing-room through- a
door leading directly from the terrace.
It was a music-room rather than a drawing-room, though
it was filled with furniture, Chinese vases, cloisonn6 ash-
trays and pictures.   On the wall hung the lovely portrait-
drawing by Burne-Jones, much bigger than I had imagined
it, almost life-size.   Opposite the window I noticed that
portrait that Alma Tadema had painted of Paderewski in
1891.   It was much finer than its reproductions would lead
one to believe.   There was also a study of Mme Helena,
painted by Siemiradzki, one of the leading Polish painters
of the nineteenth century.   The real pieces de resistance,
however, were the two Steinway grand pianos, or rather the
galaxy of impressive-looking photographs that almost sub-
merged them.   There were photographs with long dedi-
cations  from  President  Wilson,  Colonel  House, Queen
Elena of Italy, the Pope, the Queen of Belgium, and one
of the King of Belgium to the Libfaateur de la Pologne;
there were photographs of Theodore Roosevelt and a
resplendent one of cc Ranji."   I was surprised at seeing
the cricketing Maharajah in this serious company, but
Paderewski said : " He was a very dear friend of mine, and
once he came to stay at Riond Bosson with his daughters
and his household.   I believe it is a rare honour to be
allowed to receive Indian ladies as well as men in a European
house."
In the centre of the photographs on one piano, in a massive
silver frame, was one of Queen Victoria. I turned to my
host: " It might interest you to know that I have in my
possession the original letter in which the Queen's secretary